
America Votes State Summit 2021
Virtual - Run the World

America Votes State Summit 2021 Agenda
**Times and sessions are subject to change - All times are in eastern time zone**

Monday, March 8

1:00 PM – 2:15 PM: Special Pre-Conference Plenary: Understanding What Happened in the 2020 Election
This special pre-conference session will be a look back at the 2020 election with our partners at
Catalist and several expert analysts. This data-driven discussion will drill into the social, geographic,
and demographic trends underneath the election outcomes. Understanding what happened is
critical to future victories, and this pre-conference session will lay the groundwork for discussions
to follow over the next three days.

Speakers: Shoham (Moderator) with Michael Frias, Stephanie Valencia, Terrance
Woodberry, Sara Schreiber, Karthick Ramakrishnan

Tuesday, March 9

1:00 PM – 1:30 PM: Plenary: State Summit Opening & Welcome
The America Votes State Summit 2021 will kick off with welcoming remarks from America Votes
and our partners across the country.

Speakers: Tanya Brown (Moderator) with Greg Speed, Sara Schreiber

1:30 PM – 2:30 PM: Plenary: Building to the Win in Georgia
A decade of organizing, infrastructure, and base-building in Georgia culminated in January’s
dramatic runoff victories that delivered a progressive U.S. Senate majority, after the Peach State
flipped blue in the race for the White House for the first time in a quarter-century. These victories
were fueled by a highly-engaged and growing multi-racial coalition in metro Atlanta, massive Black
voter turnout statewide, and remarkable levels of program and coordination by progressive allies.
This session will lift up the hard work of the past decade and in the field last year that delivered the
wins and takeaways from the Peach State that can be replicated in 2022 and beyond.

Speakers: Leslie Small (Moderator) with Nse Ufot, Hillary Holley, Adrianne Shropshire, &
Cliff Albright

2:30 PM – 2:45 PM: Break

2:45 PM – 3:45 PM: Plenary: Protesting & Voting: Advancing Anti-Racism in 2021 & Beyond
2020 was a year of crisis—in racial justice, economic justice, public health, and democracy—as well
as of protest, uprising, organizing, and mobilizing in response. This session will track the arc of
engagement with perspectives from several leaders who were at the frontlines of the fight towards
racial justice in the summer of 2020 (and well before) and the connections linking protest to voter
education and mobilization to the imperatives for ongoing engagement in marginalized
communities.
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Speakers: Jasmine (Moderator) with Kayla Reed, Mayor Melvin Carter, Maurice Mitchell,
Mondale Robinson

3:45 PM – 4:00 PM: Break

4:00 PM – 5:15 PM: Plenary: Rethinking the Path Forward
After a dark and tumultuous time, we are at the start of a new political era. The future could be
defined by progress, equity, and justice if democracy prevails, or by retrenchment into further white
supremacy, plutocracy, and continued assaults on our democracy and civil society. With so much at
stake, victory is an absolute imperative and calls on us to rethink past approaches and put forward
fresh strategies to confront our greatest social challenges. This session features perspectives from
some of our movement’s most thoughtful leaders, including Heather McGhee, author of The Sum of
Us. Panelists will share their respective ideas for rethinking progressive approaches to Voter
Targeting & Elections, Race Equity & Economic Justice, and Organizing & Power-Building.

Speakers: Shabab (Moderator) with Mike Podholzer, Heather McGhee, Manuel Pastor

5:30 PM – 6:00 PM: Plenary: Opening Night Toast Featuring Trevor Noah
We are delighted to close the first day of the AV State Summit in conversation with a very special
guest and a celebratory toast. In addition to being one of the funniest people in the world, Trevor
Noah is a leading voice in social commentary who has been named one of the 100 most influential
people in the world. In his acclaimed bestselling autobiography Born a Crime, Noah chronicled his
experience growing up of mixed-race under South Africa’s apartheid regime, which deemed his
existence literally a crime. As host of The Daily Show, Noah has demonstrated how comedy can
serve as a force for governmental and social accountability.

Speakers: Tanya (Moderator) with Trevor Noah

Wednesday, March 10

12:00 PM – 12:35 PM: Plenary: A Conversation with Secretary Julián Castro
Among the 2020 presidential contenders there were many strong advocates for racial and
economic justice, but perhaps none spoke more eloquently about the imperative for more reflective
democracy than Secretary Julián Castro. The State Summit’s second day will begin in conversation
with Sec. Castro on his unique perspectives as a big-city mayor, cabinet secretary, candidate, and
social change advocate. We look forward to his views on the Biden-Harris agenda, engagement of
diverse and growing Latinx communities, and the challenges and opportunities facing progressives
across the country and in his fast-changing home state of Texas.

Speakers: Sara (Moderator) with Julián Castro

12:35 PM – 12:45 PM: Break

12:45 PM – 1:15 PM: Plenary: A Conversation with Emmy Ruiz
Emmy Ruiz, Director of the Office of Political Strategy & Outreach at the White House will join for a
discussion about her work and leadership in the progressive community and her historic role at the
White House during the historic Biden-Harris Administration, moderated by Daria Dawson,
National Political Director at America Votes.

Speakers: Daria Dawson (Moderator) with Emmy Ruiz
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1:15 PM – 2:15 PM: Plenary: All Together Now: State and National Planning
America Votes and our partners started planning for the 2020 election earlier than ever  and with a
closer connection between national groups and state and locally based organizations. Early plans
anticipated the need for strategies to win amid historically high turnout, and helped coalition
partners to pivot their work relatively smoothly when the pandemic disrupted just about everything
last spring. This panel discussion will highlight best practices from plans and programs last cycle and
how they will inform our strategies to “win the off-year” and the next midterm.

Speakers: Daniel (Moderator) with Melissa Morales, Rick Farfaglia, Ashley McBride.,
China Dickerson

2:15 PM – 3:30 PM: Breakout Sessions (Breakouts Repeated Later)
How We Pivoted for Success in 2020 and What We Carry Forward

Breakout: Early Capacity: Building Strong Organizations in Key Constituencies and Geographies
Early investments ensured that strong partner organizations rooted in key communities had the
resources and organizing capacities needed to authentically engage voters. This allowed many
groups to successfully pivot their work amidst 2020’s crises and enabled deeper engagement and
expansion into critically important geographies in states.

Speakers: Nirav (Moderator) with Dakota Hall, Esteban Garces, Mohan Seshadri, Taylor
Patterson, Melvin Montford

Breakout: Connecting Remotely: Digital Engagement from a (Social) Distance
In a global pandemic, organizing and direct voter contact became harder and fewer tactics were on
the table. Combine that with a climate of digital disinformation and political unrest, and connecting
with voters became extremely challenging. This panel will focus on the transition to increased
digital communications as programs moved out of the field last year and how digital organizing can
effectively connect with voters who are typically tough to reach.

Speakers: Christina Coloroso (Moderator) with Kristina Wilfore, Tarah Walsh, Tatenda
Musapatike, Marissa Luna

Breakout: Spread Out The Vote! Expanding Safe Voting Options
Even before the pandemic, partners were expecting unprecedented turnout and were looking for
tactics to help mobilize the progressive base even further. This became even more important given
the potential for potential transmission of COVID at the polls and the potential for a chilling effect.
With more voters requesting and returning mail ballots, there was also a potential for ballots to be
rejected due to complicated rules created by Republican legislators like witness requirements. In
the end, turnout was high, two-thirds of all votes were cast before November 3rd and ballot
rejection rates were extremely low. This panel will highlight our success in spreading out the vote
that can serve as best practices for work going forward and effectively respond to conservative
attempts to limit voting in many states.

Speakers: Josh Geise (Moderator) with Karuna Koppula, Carter Kalchik, Andrea Mercado,
Tomas Lopez

Breakout: Return to Field: Keeping the Door Open to Canvassing
When the pandemic hit, many organizations were deep in planning for the largest canvassing
programs in our coalition’s history. Early capacity and smart contingency planning allowed partners
to modify their programs while keeping their options open to return to the field safely and
responsibly. This panel will focus on the key elements of public health and operations to enable safe
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canvassing programs and lessons learned on the doors that can inform our work in the field after the
pandemic.

Speakers: Mero Gonzalez (Moderator) with Mario Yedida, Stephanie Maldonado, Paul
Sickel, Fallon McClure, Karen Hicks

Breakout: Unlocking the Promise of Democracy: the Fight for Fair Maps
Despite disappointments in many key state legislative elections in 2020, the overall landscape
approaching the next round of redistricting presents greater opportunities for fair maps than a
decade ago. Progress stems from successful redistricting reforms in several states as well as critical
victories in the previous midterm. Additionally, the potential for new federal legislation could
strengthen minority voting rights in the next redistricting. Winning the fight for fair maps is critical
to advancing more progressive and equitable policy over the next decade.

Speakers: Carolina Lopez (Moderator) with Patrick Schuh, Leslie Small, Cathy Duval, Abby
Curran Horrell, Garrett Arwa

3:30 PM – 4:00 PM: State Summit Sponsor Hall
Visit “booths” hosted by representatives from organizations sponsoring the America Votes State
Summit, to learn more about their work. As always, our sponsors help to make this gathering
possible.

4:00 PM – 5:15 PM: Breakout Sessions (Repeated from Earlier)
How We Pivoted for Success in 2020 and What We Carry Forward

Breakout: Early Capacity: Building Strong Organizations in Key Constituencies and Geographies
Early investments ensured that strong partner organizations rooted in key communities had the
resources and organizing capacities needed to authentically engage voters. This allowed many
groups to successfully pivot their work amidst 2020’s crises and enabled deeper engagement and
expansion into critically important geographies in states.

Speakers: Nirav (Moderator) with Dakota Hall, Esteban Garces, Mohan Seshadri, Taylor
Patterson, Melvin Montford

Breakout: Connecting Remotely: Digital Engagement from a (Social) Distance
In a global pandemic, organizing and direct voter contact became harder and fewer tactics were on
the table. Combine that with a climate of digital disinformation and political unrest, and connecting
with voters became extremely challenging. This panel will focus on the transition to increased
digital communications as programs moved out of the field last year and how digital organizing can
effectively connect with voters who are typically tough to reach.

Speakers: Christina Coloroso (Moderator) with Kristina Wilfore, Tarah Walsh, Tatenda
Musapatike, Marissa Luna

Breakout: Spread Out The Vote! Expanding Safe Voting Options
Even before the pandemic, partners were expecting unprecedented turnout and were looking for
tactics to help mobilize the progressive base even further. This became even more important given
the potential for potential transmission of COVID at the polls and the potential for a chilling effect.
With more voters requesting and returning mail ballots, there was also a potential for ballots to be
rejected due to complicated rules created by Republican legislators like witness requirements. In
the end, turnout was high, two-thirds of all votes were cast before November 3rd and ballot
rejection rates were extremely low. This panel will highlight our success in spreading out the vote
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that can serve as best practices for work going forward and effectively respond to conservative
attempts to limit voting in many states.

Speakers: Josh Geise (Moderator) with Karuna Koppula, Carter Kalchik, Andrea Mercado,
Tomas Lopez

Breakout: Return to Field: Keeping the Door Open to Canvassing
When the pandemic hit, many organizations were deep in planning for the largest canvassing
programs in our coalition’s history. Early capacity and smart contingency planning allowed partners
to modify their programs while keeping their options open to return to the field safely and
responsibly. This panel will focus on the key elements of public health and operations to enable safe
canvassing programs and lessons learned on the doors that can inform our work in the field after the
pandemic.

Speakers: Mero Gonzalez (Moderator) with Mario Yedida, Stephanie Maldonado, Paul
Sickel, Fallon McClure, Karen Hicks

Breakout: Unlocking the Promise of Democracy: the Fight for Fair Maps
Despite disappointments in many key state legislative elections in 2020, the overall landscape
approaching the next round of redistricting presents greater opportunities for fair maps than a
decade ago. Progress stems from successful redistricting reforms in several states as well as critical
victories in the previous midterm. Additionally, the potential for new federal legislation could
strengthen minority voting rights in the next redistricting. Winning the fight for fair maps is critical
to advancing more progressive and equitable policy over the next decade.

Speakers: Carolina Lopez (Moderator) with Patrick Schuh, Leslie Small, Cathy Duval, Abby
Curran Horrell, Garrett Arwa

5:15 PM – 5:45 PM: Plenary: A Conversation with Congressman Joe Neguse (CO-02)
U.S. Representative Joe Neguse (CO-02) will join for a discussion about his phenomenal leadership
in Washington and Colorado and how our community can most effectively build reflective youth
organizing power across the country.

Speakers: Pete Maysmith (Moderator- live) with Joe Neguse, Sarah Audelo

6:00 PM – 7:00 PM: Cecile Richards Progressive Leader Award Reception Honoring Michigan Secretary of State
Jocelyn Benson and America Votes Wisconsin Coalition
Join America Votes in recognizing the 2021 recipients of the Cecile Richards Progressive Leader
Award. We are deeply privileged to award the leadership of Jocelyn Benson, Michigan Secretary of
State, and partners of the America Votes-Wisconsin coalition, accepted by Angela Lang, Executive
Director of Black Leaders Organizing for Communities (BLOC). This year’s award winners
demonstrated leadership in both elective office and the movement in 2020. Their efforts were
critical to defending democracy and voting rights, and advancing racial justice and equity to ensure
every voice and vote was heard and counted last year.

Speakers: Evan (Moderator) with Jocelyn Benson, Angela Lang, Khalilah Spencer, Greg
Speed, Jasmine Nears

7:00 PM – 8:30 PM: America Votes Partner Diversity Coalition Afterparty
Summit attendees who self-identify as members of historically marginalized racial communities are
invited to join the America Votes Partner Diversity Coalition for an evening of fellowship. RSVP
required.

Speakers: Daria (Moderator) with TankBeats
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Thursday, March 11

12:30 PM – 1:00 PM: Plenary: Defending our Democracy with Congresswoman Pramila Jayapal and Senator Chris
Murphy
The For the People Act (H.R. 1) has passed the House and now awaits action in the Senate and the
John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act (H.R. 4) is not far behind. Together, these bills are
essential to protecting American democracy from years of assaults from Republicans that have
dramatically accelerated to address their Big Lie about the 2020 election. With so much at stake, we
are pleased to bring two of the most thoughtful progressives in Congress together in conversation
about the absolute imperative for the passage of new federal pro-voting and pro-democracy
legislation this year.

Speakers: Carolina Lopez (live intro), Vanessa Gonzalez (Moderator-recorded) with Rep
Pramila Jayapal, Senator Chris Murphy

1:00 PM – 2:00 PM: Plenary: No Rest for the Weary: 2021 Opportunities and 2022 Midterm Preview
The 2022 election is the next critical battle in the fight for our democracy. The midterm maps show
overlapping battles in many states for control of key governorships as well as races that will
determine control of the U.S. Senate and House. With so much at stake, progressives must be
aligned on coordinated plans to once again turn out our vote at historic levels and deliver wins at
every level of power.

Speakers: Daria (Moderator) with Dawn Boudin, JB Poersch, Leslie Martes, Wendi
Wallace, Melissa Williams

2:00 PM – 2:15 PM: Break

2:15 PM – 3:30 PM: Breakout Sessions (Breakouts Repeated Later)
State-by-State: A Look Back at 2020 and 2021 Opportunities to Shape a Progressive
Environment
In sessions moderated by alumni of the America Votes Community Power Builders program,
America Votes state staff and partners will highlight trends, strategies, and key communities of
voters, and how we make sure we sustain the momentum on lessons learned in 2020. Panelists will
review the top takeaways from 2020 and highlight how the electorate in their state has changed
since 2016. Leveraging those insights, they will give an initial perspective on key opportunities for
2021 to build for the future and to set the environment for a ten-year path to power, preview the
timeline for state plans, and answer questions from attendees.

Breakout: New Hampshire, Ohio, and Pennsylvania
Speakers: Rhiannon Childs (Moderator) with Carol Carvalho, Nirav Sanghani, Rosemary
Daneiski, Anna Brichacek

Breakout: Maine, Minnesota, and Wisconsin
Speakers: Francisco Segovia (Moderator) with Jasmine Nears, Emma McBride, Tom
Janenda, Kate McClellean, Nicole Safar

Breakout: Colorado, Georgia,  and Michigan
Speakers: Patrick Schuh (Moderator) with Nadia Belkin, Garret Fardon, Leslie Small,
Lonnie Scott
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Breakout: Florida, Montana, and North Carolina
Speakers: Josette Ferguson (Moderator) with Kiah Abbey, Josh Geise, Shanetta Burris,
Jennifer Rubiello to intro Josette

Breakout: Arizona, New Mexico, and Nevada
Speakers: Duy Nguyen (Moderator) with Andrew Lefebvre, Ariel Reyes, Lorenzo
Gutierrez, Yindra Dixon, LaNiesha Dawson

Breakout: Missouri and Virginia
Speakers: Shwetika Baijal (Moderator) with Tram Nguyen, Molly Fleming, David Aldridge

3:30 PM – 4:00 PM: State Summit Sponsor Hall
Visit “booths” hosted by representatives from organizations sponsoring the America Votes State
Summit, to learn more about their work. As always, our sponsors help to make this gathering
possible.

4:00 PM – 5:15 PM: Breakout Sessions (Repeated from Earlier)
State-by-State: A Look Back at 2020 and 2021 Opportunities to Shape a Progressive
Environment
In sessions moderated by alumni of the America Votes Community Power Builders program,
America Votes state staff and partners will highlight trends, strategies, and key communities of
voters, and how we make sure we sustain the momentum on lessons learned in 2020. Panelists will
review the top takeaways from 2020 and highlight how the electorate in their state has changed
since 2016. Leveraging those insights, they will give an initial perspective on key opportunities for
2021 to build for the future and to set the environment for a ten-year path to power, preview the
timeline for state plans, and answer questions from attendees.

Breakout: New Hampshire, Ohio, and Pennsylvania
Speakers: Rhiannon Childs (Moderator) with Carol Carvalho, Nirav Sanghani, Rosemary
Daneiski, Anna Brichacek

Breakout: Maine, Minnesota, and Wisconsin
Speakers: Francisco Segovia (Moderator) with Jasmine Nears, Emma McBride, Tom
Janenda, Kate McClellean, Nicole Safar

Breakout: Colorado, Georgia,  and Michigan
Speakers: Patrick Schuh (Moderator) with Nadia Belkin, Garret Fardon, Leslie Small,
Lonnie Scott

Breakout: Florida, Montana, and North Carolina
Speakers: Josette Ferguson (Moderator) with Kiah Abbey, Josh Geise, Shanetta Burris,
Jennifer Rubiello to intro Josette

Breakout: Arizona, New Mexico, and Nevada
Speakers: Duy Nguyen (Moderator) with Andrew Lefebvre, Ariel Reyes, Lorenzo
Gutierrez, Yindra Dixon, LaNiesha Dawson
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Breakout: Missouri and Virginia
Speakers: Shwetika Baijal (Moderator) with Tram Nguyen, Molly Fleming, David Aldridge

5:30 PM – 6:00 PM: Plenary: State Summit Closing featuring Stacey Abrams
The 2021 Summit will wrap up with remarks from Stacey Abrams on the leadership, hard work and
organizing that can transform power in the states, and the fights and opportunities ahead of us.

Speakers: Ashley Robinson (Moderator) with Stacey Abrams
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